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Congratulations!!! Welcome to the University of Maryland and College Park.  I am sure you are very excited and a bit apprehensive to make this big transition and start a new life in the United States.  Well, we at the Association for India’s Development would like to be part of the experience, help you make this transition easier in many ways and more challenging in some ways.  

Just a little bit about us and about what we do here:  AID is a voluntary, non-profit organization that works with grass roots development groups in India.  In fact, AID started at the University of Maryland as the vision of a few students who wanted to do something for India.  While they were working on their PhDs in Physics and Engineering, these students got in touch with community groups and organizations in India, realizing that even $10 from a student can go a long way in India.  AID has moved from being locally situated in Maryland to have over 30 chapters in the United States with volunteers from all walks of life.   Importantly, AID has moved from just funding NGOs to working closely with them and their people, providing critical input and support in their work in India.   The AID-College Park chapter has students, professionals, home makers and retirees involved. 

Soon after you start at UMCP, you will hear about India Beckons, an annual cultural activity that we organize with SCI.  We invite and hope you participate in its numerous activities and show off your talents.  You will also get a chance to see the work we do in the US.  As all our work is funded by individual donations, we organize several fundraisers and cultural events throughout the year.   AID has funded about 100 projects all over India in this way.  

Would you believe that $100 can light up a village?  Well, AID volunteers in the US and in India helped develop a ‘bijli’ bike, a unique form of pedaling for power, that has done precisely that.  AID works with NGOs in a wide spectrum of areas ranging from alternate technology to social and environmental justice to education to micro credit and finance.   Apart from financial support, we provide groups with non-monetary assistance like research, awareness and human rights campaigns, creation of educational comic books, translation of literature into local languages.  

So come, be a part of this wide network of people like you, who also like to think a bit differently.  Stop by the Physics Building Rm 1219 on any Saturday between 11.30 and 1 pm for our meeting.    “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” 

Anjali Sridhar (President, AID College Park)

www.aidindia.org
info@aidindia.org
